Minutes of the August 27, 2014, Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting
DATE: 27 AUGUST 2014
TIME: 1400
SUBJECT: Quarterly Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting
LOCATION: NC Legislative Office Building, ROOM 300-B
300 N Salisbury Street, Raleigh, NC 27603

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:

Hon. Efton Sager

Sen. Ron Rabin

BGen Paul Dordal, USAF Retired

Rep. George Cleveland

Sen. Harry Brown

Asst. Secretary llario Pantano, NCDVA

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:

MGen Cornell A, Wilson, Jr., USMC Retired
Sebastian Montagne, NCDOT
Emily Johnson
Jackie Keener
Bruce Thompson
Doug Taggart
Kelly Quick
Rachel Beaulieu, NC DP|4
Kelly Barretto
Rosalind Galloway, NC DE

Patrick McHugh, Fi§
Mike Yaniero, Jacks
Eric Elder

Fred Baggett

Darryl Black

Bobhy Lumsden
Scott Nystrom, REMI

Jennifer Schultz, National Conference of State Legislatures
Nat Robertson, Fayetteville Mayor

Bob Leker, BOEM

1400: Chairman Harry Brown called the meeting to order and invited those in attendance to introduce
themselves.



General Wilson updated the Committee on the status of NCMAC top ten priorities over the past year.

e [n-state tuition was passed during the short session of the NCGA, moves to #2 on the priority
list, and must be monitored in light of recently passed federal legistation. In-state tuition is tied
into the Federal VA's Yellow Ribbon program that has a dollar-for-dollar match. General Wilson
stated that Yellow Ribban program is going away as a federal program in the next federal fiscal
year, and states have to fund tuition for those coming off of active duty. The coverage provided
by the Yellow Ribbon program was explained. See Budget biil, Page 60, Section 12.1 (handout).
Whether language in the State statute needs to be changed to conform to the requirements of
federal law is being determined. This will need to be revisited next legislative session.

s put into budget last year, and
or BRAC preparation and can be put

e BRACIs priority #1: Chairman Brown stated that $1 mill
stated the need to determine how much money is ni

. i ili nd their spses into the workforce is the next
j nt Committee. lario Pantano is working with

fn for their armories. A number of armories are failing
eral funding to assist with this issue,

Additional:
-Firefighter certification/EMT certification for base personnel, They have federal certification but are

required to pay for state certification.

-Youth and child care centers: are they still required to be state certified notwithstanding a federal
certification?
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These issues will be raised at the upcoming Executive Steering Group Committee meeting and again at
the full NC Military Affairs Commission meeting on September 16.

Chairman Brown commented on the progress the Military Affairs Commission has made in the past year
and asked that everyone give thought to the present make-up of the Commission since its
reorganization, and whether any changes may need to be made to the current make-up. Also to be
considered is the amount of money needed to be in next year’'s budget.

and whether it needs to be
otected by the language in the
e needed on base relative to

Chairman Brown asked for input regarding the tall structure bill negd|
revisited ta ensure that training capabilities on bases are sufficie
bill. Barryl Black added that the maps would show where coptft

MGen Wilson discussed relocation of Red Cockaded fithlejeune to a State park
which is being looked at by the Department of !nt ds, JLUS is being

conducted at Seymour Johnson/Dare Bembing Raf i i Valigpartment of
Commerce. b K

ate Bill 614 requiring maintenance of
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of Commerce to share BRAC-related documents

Legislative researcher Kelly Quick brie
accurate maps by State Construction O

oming meeting in September, including a briefing on the maps.

{ ¢ importance of protection of bases and location of wind energy
structures. Darryl Black na pthe maps will designate restricted locations and will be beneficial to
potential wind energy investorgih knowing the restrictions in advance. Bruce Thompson discussed the
determination of “no hazard” by the FAA on the federal level. The DoD must sign off on the
determination. Mitch Gillespie added that we are in conversation with several new wind companies at
present. There is a reduction in wind space of about 75% on the northern end. Mr, Bob Leker discussed
offshore wind maps. BOEM refined the existing three areas that were released in call for information
and nomination: the northern area, Kitty Hawk, was reduced significantly and potential wind areas
moved further off shore. The other two areas, Wilmington East and Wilmington West, were reduced by
much smaller amounts but some reduction to account for turns into the port. There are two other areas
that will likely not be touched due to view shed issues.
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Doug Taggart of Department of Public Instruction (DP)) and Troops to Teachers program briefed the
Committee on the Military Student Identifier bill that passed in the General Assembly. Mr. Taggart
stated that a field identifying a military-connected student had been added to the database program
Power School that reports student information. The reporting is optional for 2014-2015, but will be a
mandatory collection as of next school year. General Wilson advised that the Army had just conducted a
nationwide study of school performance, with condemning resuits.

Sen. Ron Rabin briefed on the Selection of Adjutant General bill. Selectee should be within 2 years of
federal recognition as a flag officer and should have same level of stfategic thinking as one with war

by

jons in the next two
years. A resource guide is in the works to complen te using the latest

customer service technology.

Gen. Wilson advised that the Commani
letter seeking his support in
the property until sold apd:
fiscal research in anticipation of

he General Assembly should be kept in mind.
he requirements to General Wilson and

Darryl Black pointed out;
upcoming full Commission:
Sen. Rabin will,

current legislations ; days after receipt, the licensing bureau has to accept or reject an
application. If they i vired to cite the reason for deficiencies. All occupational

teria or requirements, and have to reach out to installations and
training facilities to let them:RnowWhat the criteria are. Also, UNC and NCCC must jointly establish the
criteria. It would shorten the'fjjre a student would have to be in school if given full credit for what they
earned, and result in lower cost to taxpayers.

Maj. Bobby Lumsden discussed Military Appreciation Day. The Bankers Association and National Guard
planned last May’s event. The possibility of consolidating it with a Veterans’ Appreciation Day and the
National Guard Appreciation day into one event is being discussed. A workgroup will begin in early
November with input from all installations to discuss new approaches to the day of appreciation to
highlight the capabilities of the NC military. Static displays over parades are the preference. Darryl Black
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mentioned a military omnibus bil} to think about from a legislative standpoint and wants to know by the
next session if this is something that is desired by all.

Maj. Lumsden also briefed on the NC National Guard agenda items and provided those in attendance
with a handout showing the support from legislature. Additional funding was committed for the Tarheel
Challenge facility and program, which has been culminating over several years. Also funding for
infrastructure improvements has been committed. Out of 93 Army National Guard and 2 Air National
Guard locations, 14 are failing and 63 are poor, for a total of 83% of facilities having intermittent
operational capability or inability to operate as intended. The State is providing as much funding as it
can, but conversion to a smaller footprint but bigger facilities will )i the budget to go further.
Narrowing down to 47 facilities is being considered. NCNG Assogig initiative succeeded in increasing
pen5|on benefit by S4 monthly At the federal level, preventl ] elimination of attack aviation is an

and Trlcare Prime.

Research analyst Jen Schultz of the National Confere
approaches to enhance quality of life f

and funding has been requested of
Bragg does not want to integrate
A separate PSAP designation and have funding

on, a policy that can be changed. General Wilson
's put together a Committee with both groups keeping in

participation in fiscal re§
impact of the military on polina. Patrick McHugh briefed on the analysis, which leverages
Department of Defense data-Aiopy of the report was handed out. Scott Nystrom referenced the
previous analysis that was done, stating that the current model vielded different results because the
effect of supply chain and out-of-state procurement were included. Sen. Rabin suggested that a follow-
on report may need to be considered as several factors were not captured. There was discussion about
the bases doing their own annual impact fact sheets, and the possibility of the information already
having been compiled by each installation. Sen. Rabin suggested that we could request a command
briefing from the installation commander.
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Darryl Black briefed on the Joint Military Caucus. This group works with the General Assembly. Sen.
Brown commented that moving legislation through the Caucus moves things along more guickly. Mr.
Black asked about whether the Caucus needs to be revamped, its relationship with the NC MAC and
invited input. Sen. Brown asked for the input of Rep. Cleveland and Sen. Rabin.

After inviting questions and comments, Senator Brown adjourned the meeting at 1611.
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